THE POWER OF AN
ILLUSION

Shifting our understanding of RACE

Information from episode one of RACE: The Power of lllusion titled: The
Difference Between Us and Intra-European Racism in Nineteenth-Century
Anthropology (2009) written by Gustav Jahoda

Human variation is rooted in our biology - with
everything from athletic ability to intelligence being
the result of innate biological differences.

Early classifications were based on the identification
of features such as pigmentation, hair and facial
form, or skull shape. Such classifications were used
to rank people into "races," as well as to assert and
justify superiority based on an ideology of inferiority,
further classifications of 'race' were used to devalue,
disempower, & differentially allocate valued societal
resources and opportunities to groups deemed
inferior. This legacy persists today.

RACIAL CATEGORIES
RECOGNIZED BY SOCIETY ARE
NOT REFLECTED ON THE
GENETIC LEVEL

Mitochondrial DNA (DNA inherited by one's

mother) shows us that there is more
diversity and genetic difference within any
so-called racial group than there is between
them.

RACE DOES NOT ACCOUNT
FOR PATTERNS IN GENETIC
VARIATION

That the concept of race does not hold serious
weight in our lives - social structures are based
around visual cues and the racial categories in
which we're assigned can determine real-life
experiences. Racialized categories drive economic,
political, and social outcomes, and even mean
the difference between life and death.

CHALLENGING COMMON SENSE
ASSUMPTIONS



